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“The PFRS is designed to create an enabling environment for equitable 
social and economic development in Africa’s fisheries and aquaculture 
sector,” 

, 

Prof. Chimatiro emphasized that Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 
are critical actors in this process. He outlined their potential to support 
Member States through initiatives such as developing education and 
research frameworks to expand knowledge on fish welfare, crafting 
regulatory mechanisms for national and regional fisheries governance, 
creating codes of practice for the aquaculture and fishing sectors, and 
promoting product standardization and traceability to foster consumer 
confidence and meet international requirements.




said Prof. Chimatiro.

President of the African Union Policy Research 
Network for Fisheries and Aquaculture, brought a regional and continental 
governance perspective to the conversation. He underscored the 
importance of leveraging existing African Union frameworks to integrate fish 
welfare into fisheries and aquaculture policies across the continent. 
Referencing the AU’s Policy Framework and Reform Strategy (PFRS) for 
Fisheries and Aquaculture, Prof. Chimatiro noted that while the current 
version does not explicitly address fish welfare—having been developed 
before the issue gained prominence—it provides a valuable entry point for 
advancing this agenda.




He highlighted that the PFRS encourages AU Member States to adopt 
international standards and norms, which creates a strong policy 
foundation for integrating welfare considerations. He also pointed to the 
role of trade incentives, as the PFRS supports measures that enhance 
market access through compliance with certification and welfare 
standards.




Africa Fish and Aquaculture 
Welfare Program

12


